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Republic of the Philippines
Bepartment of Education

REGION X - NORTHERN MINDANAO
SCHOOLS DIVISION OF OZAMIZ CITY

January 21, 2026

DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No. 039 s. 2026

OBSERVANCE OF AUSTERITY MEASURES DURING RECOGNITION,
MOVING-UP AND GRADUATION CEREMONIES

To:  Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Chief Education Supervisors (SGOD and CID)
Public Elementary and Secondary School Heads
This Division

1. In line with the Department of Education’s continuing commitment to
promote simplicity, inclusivity, and responsible use of resources, all public
schools are hereby enjoined to strictly observe austerity measures in the conduct of
Recognition, Moving-Up and Graduation Ceremonies.

2. This directive is anchored on DepEd’s policy that graduation and moving-up
rites must be meaningful yet modest, ensuring that no learner or family is
burdened financially and that the focus remains on recognizing academic
achievement and learner growth The following guidelines shall be observed:
a. No collection of fees shall be imposed on learners or parents in
relation to graduation or moving-up ceremonies, consistent with the DepEd’s
No Collection Policy;
b. Ceremonies should be conducted in a simple but dignified manner,
preferably within school premises to avoid venue rental costs;
c. Expenses for decorations, tokens, attire, programs, food, and other
related items should be minimized or eliminated;
d. Extravagant practices such as expensive souvenirs, elaborate stage
designs/decorations, catered receptions, professional photo packages, and
similar non-essential expenses are strongly discouraged.

3. School Heads are encouraged to promote creativity and resourcefulness using
available materials without incurring additional costs to parents and learners.

4. All schools are expected to fully comply with this memorandum in support of
equitable and learner-centered end-of-school-year celebrations.
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Republic of il}e Philippines

Bepartment of Education
REGION X - NORTHERN MINDANAO

SCHOOLS DIVISION OF OZAMIZ CITY

This Office directs the immediate and wide dissemination of and strict

5.
compliance with this Memorandum.
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Encl., As Stated
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